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COLUSA COUNTY CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION 
       
Minutes of Public Meeting 

 
January 14, 2003 

 
 

The meeting of the Colusa County Children and Families Commission was called to order at 3:07 p.m. in 
the Morse Conference Room at the Colusa Library, 738 Market Street, Colusa, California.  
Commissioners Christy Scofield, Barbara Hankins, Delores Gomez, and Nancy Parriott were present, 
constituting a quorum.  Commissioner Nolan Gonzales did not attend the meeting. 
 
Public attending the meeting:  Kathy Davidson, David Gabbard, Caroline Roady, Jean Bourbeau, Cindy 
Sheen and Charlette Lauppe.   
 
Items discussed in accordance with the publicly posted agenda were as follows: 
 
1. Approval of Minutes: December 10, 2002 Minutes of Public Meeting  
 

Minutes were reviewed.  Commissioner Parriott moved to approve the minutes as presented; 
motion seconded by Commissioner Gomez.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote 
(4/0). 
 

2. Review outstanding invoices and approve payment of expenses 
 

A total of 5 invoices were presented for payment for a total of $8,683.39. 
   

Commissioner Hankins moved to approve the 5 expense items as presented; motion seconded by 
Commissioner Parriott.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote (4/0). 

 
3. Public comment and unscheduled matters 
 

Commissioner Scofield announced that she will be attending the First Five California State 
Commission meeting scheduled in Sacramento on January 16, 2003. 
 
Commissioner Gomez said that she will be attending the California Children and Families 
Association (CCAFA) meeting in Sacramento on January 15, 2003 and will join Ms. Lauppe for 
the regular meeting in the morning and a special Commissioner only meeting scheduled at the 
same site in the afternoon. 
 
Caroline Roady presented Part A of the Retention Incentive Matching Funds program as an 
update to the Commission.  The report covers the period from July 1, 2002 through December 31, 
2002.  Ms. Roady reported that the enrollment of childcare providers had tripled from the first 
year of the program and now included a total of 76 providers enrolled in the 35 hour training.  
The remainder of the report, Part B, will contain the budget portion and will be completed by 
Kathy Davidson.  The completed report is due April 15, 2003 and is scheduled for approval by 
the Commission at the March 2003 meeting. 
 
Ms. Lauppe requested to meet with new staff hired by Children’s Services Department who will 
be directing invoices for the Family Start and Matching Funds programs to help get the report 
running smoothly.  Ms. Davidson said that new staff should be on payroll within the next few 
weeks and she will have them call for an appointment to discuss the reports.  Ms. Davidson said 
that she did not have any invoices to submit at this time. 
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The Commission asked Ms. Davidson what affect the State budget cuts announced by Governor 
Davis would have on the Stage III Childcare that is so critical to assisting families transitioning 
from CalWORKs.  She said that currently the county has 600 children on a waiting list for 
available funds to pay for child care.  This will severely limit the parents ability to remain 
employed and this is before the purposed cuts. 
 
Caroline Roady, Children’s Services Department, shared that the annual Stand for Children Day 
is scheduled for June 20th and will take place at the new park in Arbuckle.  The same agenda of 
childcare facility tours followed by a picnic lunch and information booths to present public 
education is planned.  The committee hopes to have more than 300 attendees for the day. 
  

4. 2002/2003 Grantee Reports 
 

Family Start 
Kathy Davidson, Children’s Services Department, presented a six month report for the Family 
Start program in place of Joy Amaro who is currently on maternity leave.  Ms. Davidson reported 
on Family Literacy Nights that have been presented in all communities in the county.  She shared 
the progress of the many successful programs presented in Family Start from July 1, 2002 
through December 31, 2002.   
 
Ms. Davidson reported that a new supply of Kits for New Parents had been ordered for the 
Family Start home visitation program in October, however, the order had not been received.  Ms. 
Lauppe explained that the State Commission, who provides the Kits, had reported that delivery 
was halted until a new distributor was selected through an R.F.P. process.  She had been notified 
that it may cause a three month delay in having orders for Kits delivered to counties. 
 
Book Buggy 
Dave Gabbard, Family Literacy Coordinator, presented a report to the Commission on the 
progress of the Book Buggy project.  He reported that when the Book Buggy is touring in Colusa 
County visits are made to individual home daycare sites as well as Head Start and kindergarten 
sites.  The schedule has been interrupted due to staffing from Yuba County.  He reports that 
Susan Rawlins, Colusa County Library Director, is working with Yuba County library staff to 
remedy the staff turnover that seems to be causing the interruption in service.  When the Book 
Buggy is available in Colusa County Mr. Gabbard has bilingual staff to adequately assist with the 
project.  At this time he is seeking more resources to provide Spanish language books to purchase 
for the book give away. 
 
Helping Us Get Started (HUGS) 
Cindy Sheen, Colusa County Department of Health and Human Services, presented an update to 
the Commission for the HUGS program.  Ms. Sheen was hired and assigned to the project in 
December 2002 and is training with Bonnie Wilson to begin home visits.  Ms. Sheen is assigned 
30% time to the HUGS project.  The Health Department is currently in the process of hiring 
another full time nurse so that the HUGS position can be fully staffed.  
 
The Commission thanked all presenters for the updates. 
  

5. Mini Grant Updates 
 
Ms. Lauppe stated that last year bilingual Mini Grant Readers were coordinated to read and score 
applications for the Commission.  Readers were paid a stipend of $20 for attending the Reader 
Workshop and $10 for each application read and scored. 
Commissioner Hankins moved to approve a Mini Grant Reader stipend payment in the amount of 
$20.00 for attending the Reader Workshop and $10.00 for each application read and scored, paid 
to each participating bilingual Mini Grant Reader; motion seconded by Commissioner Parriott.  
The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote (4/0). 
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Commissioner Hankins moved to approve the selection of Bilingual Mini Grant Office Support 
staff as designated; motion seconded by Commissioner Gomez.  The motion was passed 
unanimously by voice vote (4/0). 
 
Commissioner Gomez moved to approve the selection of two Bilingual Mini Grant Coordinators 
as designated; motion seconded by Commissioner Hankins.  The motion was passed unanimously 
by voice vote (4/0). 
 
Commissioner Gomez moved to store the Mini Grant equipment that to be returned to the 
Commission and to look at options to redistribute that equipment after the 2002/2003 Mini Grant 
awards are complete; motion seconded by Commissioner Hankins. 
 

6. Report from Executive Director 

Charlette Lauppe presented a written Executive Director report. 
 

7. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 11, 2003 from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.  

 
Minutes prepared by Charlette Lauppe, Executive Director to the Commission. 

 
 Attachment A:  January 14, 2003 Financial Report and 5 Invoices 
 Attachment B:  Retention Incentives Matching Funds Progress Report Form A 
 Attachment C:  January 14, 2003 Executive Director’s Report 
 Attachment D:  Mini Grant Reader Stipend 2001-2002 approved payment 
 Attachment E:  Description Bilingual Mini Grant Office Support & Coordinator Staff 
 Attachment F:  First 5 Colusa School Readiness Newsletter 
  
 
  
   
   
  
 


